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cannot have this knowledge, but when provided
with a Council of which two members may be
natives, it is not improbable that they would prove
somewhat amenable to pressure. At any rate they
would be more ready to take for granted the claims
of prominent local politicians to represent general
public opinion.

The cost of Councillors will be very considerable,
but while the Babu class will get the appointments,
it has yet to be proved that the general taxpayer
will get anything more than an increase in taxation,
and there is certainly no proof that he displays any
interest in this matter. Nor should it ever be
forgotten that the popular feeling to which the
Government of India refers, in its despatches upon
these reforms, is the feeling of the professional
middle or Babu class, which owns the vernacular
press, whereby the boycott and svaraj agitations are
carried on, and which mans the Congress, but that
the masses of the people regard the British official
as their protector against this class, for which they
have little love, since by it they are, as they well
know, regarded as creatures of an inferior clay,
on the lowest rungs of the caste ladder, as hardly
human beings.

Great Liberal statesmen, from Mr. Gladstone
to Lord Morley, have declared that Parliamentary
representation in the congeries of countries, con-
veniently described as India, is out of the question.